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Parent & Student Course Calendar 2025 - 2026

Contact Information
Education Director: Nancy O'Donnell Nancy.odonnell@a-e-s.ca
Systems Principal:
Marlo Beaucage
Marlo.Beaucage@a-e-s.ca

Teachers:
Jessie Plain
Jessie.Plain@a-e-s.ca

Michael McCarville
Michael.McCarville@a-e-s.ca

Falcon McLeod
Falcon.McLeod@a-e-s.ca

Kaylene Noah
Kaylene.Noah@a-e-s.ca


Hours of Operation: 8:30 am – 4:30 pm

Address:
Kinoomaadziwin Education Body
100-132 Osprey Miikan, North Bay, Ontario, P1B 8G5
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KEB Secondary School Philosophy
The Anishinabek Education System was built on the principles of the Seven Grandfather/Grandmother Teachings. These teachings are the core values that guide the goals and objectives of the virtual secondary school. Our school strives to offer Anishinabek youth the best education possible while upholding a culture of compassion and individual growth. Our students' knowledge base, interpersonal skills, sense of value, sense of cultural identity, and desire to appreciate their rich cultural history are all things we strive to help them with. All staff are committed to achieving this objective.
Seven Grandfather/Grandmother Teachings
Zaagidwin ~ Love
Debwewin ~ TruthMnaadendmowin ~ Respect Nbwaakaawin ~ Wisdom Dbaadendiziwin ~ Humility Gwekwaadiziwin ~ Honesty
Aakedhewin ~ Bravery
Waabijigan - Vision Statement
Gakina ni-gikinoo’amaaganaanig ji-miikwenimowaad, jiminosewaad, zoongiziwaad, anishinaabemowin, anishinaabewaadiziwin, miinawaa anishinaabe gikendaasowin.
All of our students are confident, successful, and strong in their language, culture, and traditional knowledge.
Ezchiigigan - Mission Statement
Ni-wiiji'aamin ni-gikinoo'amaaganaanig ji-bimosewaad, Anishinaabewaadiziwin- gikendaasowin miikana.
We support our students in following an Anishinaabe Aadziwin learning path.

ABOUT US
The Kinoomaadziwin Education Body Virtual Secondary School was first established in 2022 to support students across the province who are interested in learning Anishinaabemowin.
We operate as a virtual school, with our main office located in Nipissing First Nation.

SCHOOL ORGANIZATION:
Systems Principal: Marlo Beaucage
Classroom Teachers: Ms. Plain
                                      Mr. McCarville
                                      Mr. McCleod
                                      Ms. Noah
Director of Education: Nancy O’Donnell

REPORTING PERIODS:
We have three reporting reports during each semester including:
1. Pre-Midterm report
2. Midterm report
3. Final report

Our school utilizes the Ontario Ministry of Education secondary school report cards, which will be  emailed to parents/guardians, or students (if applicable). We will also mail out a hard copy.
Students should bring their report cards to their home school for addition of their earned credit to their Ontario Student Transcript.

TIMETABLE:
Our courses are e-learning courses, and the virtual learning environment is open at all times for students to access throughout the semester.
Our courses are 110 hours.

ON- LINE DELIVERY
We encourage the following to support the on-line learning environment:
Devices
PC or Mac laptop (preferred) or desktop. Built-in or external webcam and microphone.
Browsers
Chrome (preferred), Firefox, Safari
Software
Word processor, presentation software, PDF reader
Internet Speed
12 Mpbs Download / 3 Mbps Upload


THE CREDIT SYSTEM
Definition of a Credit
A credit is a means of recognition of the successful completion of a course for which a minimum of 110 hours has been scheduled. A credit is granted to a student by the principal of a secondary school on behalf of the Minister with a minimum of 50%.
Compulsory Credit
This is a specific course students must take that fulfills part of the Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) requirements.
Prerequisite Credit
This is a specific course one must successfully complete before taking another course at the same or next grade level.
Optional Credit
In addition to the 18 compulsory credits students must take 8 optional credits and 4 Religion credits for a total of 30 credits.
Students may earn these credits by successfully completing courses that they have selected from the courses listed as available in the school course calendar. The school year is divided into two semesters: September to January and February to June.
Course Code
This 5 (or 6) character code describes the subject, grade, level or destination of a high school course.
Course Coding System
The course code consists of a course title and a sixth character code. The first five characters are designated by the Ministry of Education and Training. The KEB VSS determines the sixth character.
Course Code
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THE ORGANIZATION OF SECONDARY SCHOOL COURSES GRADE 9 AND 10
Academic Courses (D)
Academic courses focus on the essential concepts of the discipline and also explore the related concepts. Academic courses develop students’ knowledge and skills by emphasizing theoretical, abstract applications of the essential concepts and incorporating practical applications as appropriate.
Applied Courses (P)
Applied courses focus on the essential concepts of the discipline, but develop students’ knowledge and skills by emphasizing practical, concrete applications of these concepts and incorporating theoretical applications as appropriate. Academic and applied courses differ in the balance between essential concepts, additional material, theory, and application.
De-streamed Courses (W)
De-streamed courses replace and blend the former academic and applied streamed courses at the Grade 9 level.
Open Courses (O)
Open courses have one set of expectations for the discipline, appropriate for all students at any given grade. These courses are designed to prepare students for further study in certain subjects and enrich their education.
Locally Developed Courses (L)
Locally Developed Courses are courses that meet educational and/or career preparation needs not met by provincial curriculum
policy documents. All locally developed courses require the approval of the Ministry.
GRADE 11 AND 12
University Preparation Courses (U)
University preparation courses are designed to equip students with the knowledge and skills they need to meet the entrance requirements for university programs. All university preparation courses are based on rigorous provincial curriculum expectations and will emphasize the development of both independent research skills and independent learning skills.
College/University Preparation Courses (M)
College/University preparation courses include content that is relevant for both university and college programs. These courses are designed to equip students with the knowledge and skills needed to meet the entrance requirements for specific universityand college programs. All College/University preparation courses are based on rigorous provincial curriculum expectations and will emphasize the development of both independent research skills and independent learning skills.
College Preparation Courses (C)
College preparation courses are designed to equip students with the knowledge and skills they need to meet the entrance requirements for college programs. All college courses are based on rigorous provincial curriculum expectations and will emphasize the development of both independent research skills and independent learning skills.
Open Courses (O)

Open courses in grades 11 and 12 allow students to broaden their knowledge and skills in a particular subject that may or may not be entirely related to their post-secondary goals, but that reflects their interest. These courses are appropriate for all students regardless of post- secondary destination.
Workplace Preparation Courses (E)
Workplace preparation courses are designed to equip students with the knowledge and skills they need for direct entry into the workplace or for admission to apprenticeship programs and other training programs offered in the community. The range and content of the courses offered will allow students to prepare for a variety of jobs, training programs, and careers.
Credit Recovery
Credit Recovery may be available to students who have not achieved the credit. The subject teacher and will determine if the student is eligible to complete the failed course’s missing expectations.

COURSES OFFERED AT THE KEB VSS

Native Languages, Level 1, Open LNOAO
This course is open to the entire student body and will allow students who have no prior Native language experience to develop an appreciation for a Native language and culture, to explore and experience a unique world view, and learn to speak a Native language. Students will use the language being studied for greetings and daily routines, become familiar
with its writing and sound system, and practice basic vocabulary and phrases. Students will also use information technology during course-related activities.
Prerequisite: None

Native Languages, Level 2, Open LNOBO
This course will enable students to experience the unique respect for life that permeates Native languages and cultures. Students will expand their vocabulary and knowledge of phrases and expressions, using them in simple dialogues, narrative writing, grammatical constructions, and reading, and to exchange information electronically.

Prerequisite: Native language in elementary school, successful completion of LNOAO, or demonstrated proficiency.

Native Languages, Level 3, LNOCO 
This course will provide students an opportunity to expand their knowledge of a Native language and of Native philosophy, spirituality, and values, and to enhance their identity and self-worth. Students will communicate by using a variety of phrases and expressions, create short conversations, skits, stories, and narratives, use information technology, and develop an awareness of the structural and functional workings of a Native language.

Prerequisite: Native language in elementary school, successful completion of LNOBO, or demonstrated proficiency.


Native Languages, Level 1, LNDAO 
This course will allow students with no prior Lunaapeew language experience to develop an appreciation for Lunaapeew language and culture, to explore and experience a unique world view, and to learn to speak the Lunaapeew language. Students will learn common greetings and daily routines, become familiar with its writing and sound system, and practise basic vocabulary and phrases. Students will also use information technology during course-related activities.
Prerequisite: None


Mathematics, Grade 9 De-streamed, MTH1W
This course enables students to consolidate, and continue to develop, an understanding of mathematical concepts related to number sense and operations, algebra, measurement, geometry, data, probability, and financial literacy. Students will use mathematical processes, mathematical modelling, and coding to make sense of the mathematics they are learning and to apply their understanding to culturally responsive and relevant real-world situations. Students will continue to enhance their mathematical reasoning skills, including proportional reasoning, spatial reasoning, and algebraic reasoning, as they solve problems and communicate their thinking.

To obtain copies of our course outlines, please connect with KEB VSS School Systems Principal Marlo.Beaucage@a-e-s.ca.

CRITERIA FOR A CREDIT
Attendance
Regular attendance is extremely important for the success of a student in their program. If an extended absence is known of in advance, please contact the school directly. Irregular attendance may result in failure to achieve a credit in a course. It is the students’ responsibility to make up all missed work. After missing 10 days of unexcused absence, communication with

the school, family, and students is essential. Arrangements can be made to obtain additional support for completion of assignments. The expectation is that students benefit from receiving the full 110 hours of instruction time.

Withdrawing
A student may withdraw from a course up to 4 days after the mid-term without academic penalty. This withdrawal must happen in writing and at the school office. If a senior level student does not withdraw within this time frame, full disclosure will appear on their transcript.

EVALUATION
Evaluation is not an end in itself; it is rather a part of the learning process for both the student and teacher. Procedures for evaluating student progress should be sufficiently varied to meet the requirements of different individuals and groups of students, different courses, and a variety of learning environments. It is recognized that the teacher’s professional judgment will be used to gather a wide range of information through observation and assessment. The
student’s final grade for a course will be determined as outlined in Growing Success: Assessment, Evaluation, and Reporting in Ontario Schools 2010 (pp.37-47)
Evaluation of a student’s progress may be based on some or all the following techniques in a particular course.
· Diagnostic testing
· Unit testing
· Projects or assignments – essays, research projects, and specific individual or group learning assignments are given with a specific due date
· Rubric – scale based on the course objectives: created by staff and/or students
· Exams – in most subjects, a culminating activity, made up of a regular exam, or a combination of regular exam and Independent Study Project, will represent 30 % of the final grade.

ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION

The primary purpose of assessment and evaluation is to improve student learning. Information gathered through assessment and evaluation helps teachers to determine students’ strengths and weaknesses in their achievement of the curriculum expectations in each course. This information also serves to guide teachers in adapting curriculum and instructional approaches to students’ needs and in assessing the overall effectiveness of programs and classroom practices.

Teachers will obtain assessment information through a variety of means, which may include formal and informal observations, discussions, learning conversations, questioning, conferences, tasks done in groups, demonstrations, projects, portfolios, developmental continua, performances, peer and self-assessments, self-reflections, essays, and tests. These types of assessment are categorized in three ways:

· Assessment for learning is the process of seeking and interpreting evidence for use by learners and their teachers to decide where the learners are in their learning, where they need to go, and how best to get there.
· Assessment as learning focuses on the explicit fostering of students’ capacity over time to be their own best assessors, but teachers need to start by presenting and modelling external, structured opportunities for students to assess themselves.
· The following table provides a summary description of achievement in each percentage grade range and corresponding level of achievement:
· 
	Percentage Grade Range
	Achievement
	Summary Description

	80 – 100 %
	Level 4
	A very high to outstanding level of achievement. Achievement is above the
provincial standard.

	70 – 79 %
	Level 3
	A high level of achievement.
Achievement is at the provincial standard.

	
60 – 69 %
	
Level 2
	A moderate level of achievement. Achievement is below, but approaching,
the provincial standard.

	50 – 59 %
	Level 1
	A passable level of achievement. Achievement is below the achievement
standard.

	Below 50 %
	
	Insufficient achievement of curriculum expectations. A credit will not be
granted.



Final Evaluations:
70% is based on cumulative evidence of summative evaluations undertaken throughout the semester; 30% is based on final evaluations which will take place in the final third of the course. Final evaluations may or may not include an exam depending on individual course curriculum policy documents. At the beginning of the course, students will receive course outlines that will include detailed assessment and evaluation information, and that also outline the percentage breakdown for both the 70% and the 30%. All courses will be evaluated according to the following breakdown:
Term work: 70% [based on Knowledge and Understanding, Thinking and Investigation, Communication and Application]
Final Summative: 30% [based on Knowledge and Understanding, Thinking and Investigation, Communication and Application]
Although each course will have the same breakdown, individual courses may have subject specific summative tasks that will be used to determine the student’s grade. Please refer to the course outline as it is presented in your courses for more details.


STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT & SAFE SCHOOLS
The KEB Virtual Secondary School will make every effort to create and maintain a secure and encouraging learning environment. The preservation of one's self-respect and dignity are essential and cannot be compromised.
Students, faculty, and parents who are a part of the KEB virtual school community shall always treat one another with respect. The principal will act immediately to deal with any activities found to put the moral tone of the learning community at risk, including comments made to any member of our community that are rude, offensive, abusive, or harassing. Counseling, parental participation, suspensions, expulsions, and/or involvement of the authorities are possible consequences.
Students should refrain from any of the following behaviours:
· swearing at, threatening, intimidating, or harassing staff using electronic or print communication/media inappropriately
· plagiarism and other academic offences Examples of Academic Dishonesty include:
· plagiarism (see below)
· cheating on an examination

· falsifying academic documents
· improperly obtaining, or unauthorized possession of, an examination paper prior to the date and time for writing such an examination
Plagiarism is deliberate dishonesty and includes, but is not limited to, the following forms:
· impersonation of a candidate in an exam or test
· copying from another student, or making information available to other students, knowing that this is to be submitted as the borrower's own work
· use of unauthorized material
· using direct quotations or large sections of paraphrased material without acknowledgement
· submitting an essay written in whole or in part by someone else as one's own
Appropriate Computer Use
The KEB virtual secondary school’s Learning Management System (LMS) is exclusively intended
for instructional use.
All student work may be examined by the administration to assess whether computer use is appropriate. The Administration will impose penalties, which may include suspensions and/or expulsion from the program, if the LMS is used improperly.
Therefore, students are reminded to
· Always protect their passwords and not share them with anyone
· Always inform their teachers of suspicious messages or other incidents that they encounter
· Only access content that is intended for student use.

SUPPORTS AND RESOURCES

The Kinoomaadziwin Education Body is supportive of providing guidance to students as they navigate their education pathways. We have trained staff in Guidance who can support students if necessary.
For families who are seeking guidance on course choices, they can reach out to the principal Marlo.Beaucage@a-e-s.ca
Students who are at risk of not earning a credit will be supported at various entry points including 6 weeks prior to midterms, at midterms, and during the exam week. We are committed to supporting each student to meet their individual needs.

SPECIAL EDUCATION
Students who have been referred for special education services will receive these services

through our classroom teacher.
Where needed, accommodations (such as extra time needed) may be created on a student’s Individualized Education Plan (IEP) in order to help teachers meet the needs of each and every student. Additional accommodations may include assistive technologies, alternative workspaces, or one on one support.

COMMUNUCATIONS

We encourage contact between the home and school. Parents/Guardians are encouraged to call the school with questions or concerns. Interviews and conferences are easily arranged.

KEB Virtual Secondary School staff will connect with parents 6 weeks into the course for regular semester courses with an interim progress report prior to the official mid-term report card. This is to ensure that all supports are in place for the student to be successful in their courses.
KEB Virtual Secondary School staff will connect with parents 1 week into the course for summer courses with an interim progress report prior to the final report card. This is to ensure that all supports are in place for the student to be successful in their courses.


CONCERNS AND COMPLAINTS

If a problem arises, we ask parents/guardians to please follow these procedures:

· Call the teacher whom is involved at school and arrange an appointment time to speak with them along with the principal.
STANDARD OF BEHAVIOUR

It is expected that students at the KEB Virtual Secondary School will:
· Demonstrate honesty and integrity;
· Treat one another with dignity and respect at all times, and especially when there is a disagreement;
· Respect and treat others fairly, regardless of their race, ancestry, place or origin, color, ethnic origin, citizenship, religion, gender, sexual orientation, age or disability;
· Respect the rights of others;
· Show proper care and regards for school property and the property of others;
· Take appropriate measures to help those in need;
· Respect persons who are in a position of authority;
· Respect the need of others to work in an environment of learning and teaching.

COURSE OF STUDY
Students are expected to remain in Secondary school until the age of 18 or until they have obtained an OSSD. We support students throughout their education pathway. Below are the OSSD requirements.

If you started Grade 9 in Fall 2023 and after
Compulsory credits
You need the following 17 compulsory credits to get your OSSD:

4 credits in English (1 credit per grade)
3 credits in mathematics (Grade 9, Grade 10 and 1 credit in Grade 11 or 12) 2 credits in science
1 credit in technological education (Grade 9 or Grade 10) 1 credit in Canadian history (Grade 10)
1 credit in Canadian geography (Grade 9) 1 credit in the arts
1 credit in health and physical education 1 credit in French as a second language
0.5 credit in career studies
0.5 credit in civics and citizenship
1 credit from the STEM-related course group
The following apply to compulsory credit selections.

· You can use the Grade 11 English: Understanding Contemporary First Nations, Métis and Inuit Voices course to meet the Grade 11 English compulsory credit requirement.
· You can use the Grade 9 Expressions of First Nations, Métis, and Inuit Cultures course to meet the compulsory credit requirement in the arts.

STEM-related course group
Of the 17 compulsory credits, you must complete 1 from the following group:
business studies computer studies cooperative education
mathematics (in addition to the 3 compulsory credits currently required) science (in addition to the 2 compulsory credits currently required) technological education (in addition to the 1 compulsory credit required)
Optional credits
You must earn 13 optional credits by successfully completing courses from your school’s program
and course calendar.
Optional credits may include up to 4 credits earned through approved dual credit programs.

Literacy graduation requirement
You must meet the literacy graduation requirement to earn your high school diploma.

For most students, this means passing the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT).

If you do not pass the OSSLT, there are other ways to meet the literacy graduation requirement. Contact your school principal to find out about these options.
Online learning graduation requirement
If you started Grade 9 in the 2020-21 school year or later, you must earn at least 2 online learning credits to get your high school diploma.
Adult learners: If you entered the secondary school system starting in the 2023-24 school year or later, this requirement also applies to you.


If you started Grade 9 in or before Fall 2023
If you started Grade 9 in 2023 or earlier, you need the following to get your OSSD.

Compulsory credits
You need the following 18 compulsory credits to get your OSSD:
4 credits in English (1 credit per grade)
3 credits in mathematics (at least 1 credit in Grade 11 or 12)
3 credits for group 1, 2 and 3 courses (1 credit in each group) 2 credits in science
1 credit in Canadian history (Grade 10)
1 credit in Canadian geography (Grade 9) 1 credit in the arts
1 credit in health and physical education 1 credit in French as a second language
0.5 credit in career studies
0.5 credit in civics and citizenship
The following also apply to compulsory credit selections.
· You can use the Grade 11 English: Understanding Contemporary First Nations, Métis and Inuit Voices course to meet the Grade 11 English compulsory credit requirement.
· You can use the Grade 9 Expressions of First Nations, Métis, and Inuit Cultures course to meet the compulsory credit requirement in the arts.
Group 1, 2 and 3 compulsory credits
Of the 18 compulsory credits, you must complete 1 from each of the following groups:

Group 1
English (including the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course) or French as a second language Native languages
First Nations, Métis, and Inuit studies classical studies and international languages social sciences and the humanities Canadian and world studies
guidance and career education cooperative education
American Sign Language as a second language Langue des signes québécoise langue seconde
Group 2
health and physical education the arts
business studies
French as a second language cooperative education
American Sign Language as a second language Langue des signes québécoise langue seconde
Group 3
science (Grade 11 or 12) technological education French as a second language computer studies cooperative education
American Sign Language as a second language Langue des signes québécoise langue seconde
The following conditions apply to compulsory credit selections from the above 3 groups.

· In groups 1, 2, and 3, you can count a maximum of 2 credits in French as a second language as compulsory credits, 1 from group 1 and 1 from either group 2 or group 3.
· If you have taken Native languages in place of French as a second language in elementary school, you may use a Level 1 or 2 Native languages course to meet the compulsory credit requirement for French as a second language.
· You can count a maximum of 2 credits in cooperative education as compulsory credits from any of the above 3 groups.
· The Langue des signes québécoise langue seconde course is only available in French- language schools.

Optional credits
You must earn 12 optional credits by successfully completing courses from your school’s program
and course calendar.

Optional credits may include up to 4 credits earned through approved dual credit programs

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT ACTIVITIES:
Community involvement activities
You need to have at least 40 hours of community involvement activities (volunteering) to graduate and earn your OSSD.
You can start collecting volunteer hours in the summer before you begin Grade 9. When looking for volunteer opportunities:
· make sure you know which activities qualify in your school board and meet the Ministry of
Education’s guidelines
· check your school board’s website for:
· eligible and ineligible activities
· tools to help you record hours and find volunteer activities
· ask your principal or guidance counsellor for more information
If you’re under 18, ask your parents to help you plan and select your activities. Talk with your guidance counsellor or principal about other ways your school can help you earn community involvement hours.

Volunteering in your community helps you learn about civic engagement and understand your role as a citizen. By being involved in your community and serving others, you:
· develop transferable skills
· explore different sectors and potential career opportunities
· understand more about yourself and your role in society

Resources:
Access to Ministry approved courses: https://www.dcp.edu.gov.on.ca/en/
Ministry of Education Curriculum Policy Documents: https://www.dcp.edu.gov.on.ca/en/assessment-evaluation
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