
PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

May 26, 2025

Niigaan Gdzhaami Forum

The 10th annual Niigaan Gdizhaami Forum took place on April 8th and 9th at the Delta Hotel in 

Sault Ste. Marie. Despite heavy snowfall through the North Bay–Sudbury corridor, the main 

plenary was filled with Anishinabek youth, members of Participating First Nations, partnering 

District School Boards, KEB staff, and representatives from the Ministry of Education. A YouTube 

live link allowed participants to join virtually.

The first day began with a keynote panel on “Building Future Leaders.” Aligned with the Forum’s 

theme, the panel highlighted the incredible work taking place across the AES to support youth in 

connecting with their language and culture, while also developing leadership skills and wellness 

strategies.

Over the two days, the main plenary provided opportunities for regional networking and 

discussions on important topics such as land-based learning, language and student well-being, 

as well as small-group sessions on de-streaming.  

The main plenary featured presentations from Niigaan Gdizhaami Fund projects on the impact of 

their work, culturally relevant curriculum developed by Biigtigong Nishnaabeg, and language 

work taking place across the AES.

At the Forum, youth participants joined the main plenary to take part in the event opening, share 

updates, and watch presentations, while also following their own agenda. They were supported 

by Gary Dokis, Chop Waindubence, and Elder Dot Beaucage-Kennedy, who shared cultural 

teachings and helped prepare the youth for the stand-up election for the AES Youth Council.  

PARTNERSHIPS 

Miigwech/ Anushiik to everyone who was able to 
join the Niigaan Gdzhaami Forum this year!

Anishinabek Education System in Partnership 

Niigaan Gdizhaami Forum
April 8-9, 2025 Virtual Speaker Series: Brooklyn 

Sawyer

May 7, 2025: Region 4
May 14, 2025: Region 3
May 21, 2025: Region 2
May 28, 2025 Region 1 Kweji-Kinoomaagzidaa: Let's Learn 

with Elder Tom Borg
May 30, 2025
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Spring Regional Meetings

LOOKING FORWARD

Gathering of Colleagues
September 10, 2025

Trauma- Informed Teaching: 
Reflecting Within to Support Beyond

Virtual Speaker Series: Elaine 
D'Agostino

Fall Regional Meetings

May 20, 2025

June 24, 2025

May 23 2025

October 8-9, 2025: Region 4
October 15-16, 2025: Region 2
October 22-23, 2025: Region 3
October 29-30, 2025 Region 1

Trauma-Informed Teaching: 
Understanding Trauma and Its 
Impact on Learning

Language Teacher Professional 
Learning Circle
May 15, 2025

Ezhi Kendmang Anishinaabe 
Naadziwin (EKAN) Call Out 
Released
May 28, 2025

Niigaan Gdzhaami Fund Call For 
Proposals released
April 8, 2025

KEB Education Gathering
October 28, 2025

DISA Student Achievement Infographic 
Finalized
April 4, 2025
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Seven Grandfathers First and Parry Sound High School Powwow

The Seven Grandfathers First is a Niigaan Gdzhaami Fund project that supports the Seven 

Grandfathers First Student Alliance at Parry Sound High School.   The Alliance consists of 

students from Shawanaga First Nation, Wasauksing First Nation, Henvey Inlet First Nation, 

Magnetawan First Nation and Garden River First Nation. The Alliance works to address 

issues of anti-Indigenous racism and launched a campaign on the importance of following 

the Seven Grandfather teachings. The group created a line of merchandise to promote the 

Grandfather Teachings, and were showcased at the Parry Sound High School Powwow.

"It was truly exciting to see the overwhelming response to the items available at the 7 

Grandfathers First booth while at the Parry Sound High School Powwow on May 30th. It's 

clear that the teachings are resonating deeply with people, both Anishinaabe and 

non-Anishinaabe, and that the intent of the campaign is being realized.  We must give credit 

to the artist Joshua Pawis who has created beautiful images that represent the teachings.  It 

was so nice to see so many people wearing the "official" pow wow t-shirt with the Seven 

Grandfathers featured prominently.

This campaign, supported by the KEB, is first and foremost a bridge-building initiative. We 

hope it will foster honest and open discussions about the daily experiences of our students, 

including the racism they face. It's powerful to witness how these teachings bring people 

together rather than divide them each time the booth is set up.  They start the discussion in 

a good way."

Chi Miigwech to the students and supports of this project for the incredible leadership, 

advocacy and creativity taking place in  this initiative.

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHT 
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Spring Regional Meetings

Spring Regional Meetings are held every year to bring together members of the 

Participating First Nations, District School Board partners, KEB staff and 

representatives from the Ministry of Education to discuss current educational 

priorities and direct next steps in collaborative work.

This year Spring Meetings were held as a one-day hybrid event every Wednesday 

throughout May.  The morning of each meeting provided an opportunity for the 

Participating First Nations and KEB staff to discuss community priorities, and the 

afternoon was spent alongside partners to review collaborative work.  

Following Regional Networking Sessions and presentations at the Niigaan 

Gdzhaami Forum in April, the Spring Meeting agenda was built to continue the rich 

discussions that had taken place the previous month.  De-streaming feedback was 

reviewed and ideas on how to support the implementation through data sharing, 

professional development, resources and student supports were shared.  The 

release of an Operational Bulletin by Jordan's Principle prompted in-depth 

discussions on student supports, special education services and the Reciprocal 

Education Approach.  The compiled discussion topics and requests tabulated from 

the Regional Networking Sessions at the Forum were reviewed and each region 

determined which areas they would like to develop in the upcoming school year.

The Spring Meetings are a collaborative event that brings together a group 

passionate about supporting Anishinabek student success. 

Ezhi Kendmang Anishinababe Naadziwin (EKAN) translates to 'Sharing the 

Knowledge of the People".  It is a series of modules that have been developed to 

support cultural competency training and can be a valuable tool for building 

understanding and strengthening relationships with partnering District School 

Boards.  EKAN consists of 5 modules to support the learning of participants:

◦ Anishinabek 101

◦ History of Indigenous Education

◦ Learning From Indigenous Worldviews

◦ Understanding Through Connection to Land and Story

◦ Respectful Relationships

A call-out was released on May 28th inviting prospective participants to submit 

an expression of interest for EKAN projects beginning in the 2025-2026 school 

year. There will be two District School Boards engaging in an EKAN project this 

year with the support of Anishinabek community partners and knowledge 

keepers.

Key Messaging from the Joint Master Education Agreement Committee 

Quarterly Report for the period ending June 30, 2025. 

July 2025 - Communique Page 4 

Ezhi Kendmang Anishinaabe Naadziwin (EKAN)

UnknownUnknown

This model is more than a framework—it’s a way of being. I’ll 
apply it by approaching my work with intention and respect, 
making space for reflection and connection. Whether it’s 
through thoughtful planning, building relationships, or honoring 
different ways of knowing, I want to ensure my actions reflect 
these teachings.
-EKAN participant, 2024-2025 school year




